
Lurking deep within the recesses of underground extreme heavy metal is gore-grind, a 
micro-genre loved by few and ignored by billions. And it�s easy to see why: short dis-
cordant songs played with inhuman speed, gurgled vocals with lyrics focused around 

anatomy and murder, playing that ranges from technically astounding to sloppy and energetic, 
band names like Cattle Decapitation, Exhumed and Gore beyond Necropsy . . .  this is pretty 
fringe stuff.

But one wonders, with all this blood and guts, 
hacking off of limbs, medical procedures gone 
horribly wrong, etcetera, do bands like California�s 
Impaled ever just want to write a nice love song?

�We already got that out of our system by writ-
ing a bunch of love songs with all the gory stuff,� 
jokes bassist-vocalist Ross Sewage. �Nothing more 
loving than a dude and his corpse. Now, we�re just 
full of hate. Hate the living, love the dead.�

They may hate the living, but the living metal 
masses love Impaled; even though the band 
formed in �97, it feels like they�ve been with us 
much longer, given their name is always dropped 
as one of today�s best gore-grind bands�and given 
the amount of record labels they�ve been with. 
They�ve gone from the pleasant mom-and-pop 
operations Headfucker Records and Deathvomit 
Records to underground metal bigwigs Century 
Media and back to the underground circuit with 

their current label, the very cool Willowtip.
�Century Media gave us the boot, because, uh, we�re too extreme,� says Sewage. �Also, 

we didn�t sell enough to keep up with their Ozzfest-style bands. We had fun doing all that 
big-label stuff, but I think Impaled fits in better as a bigger fish in a smaller pond. This last 
American tour we did, promoted by Willowtip, was easily the best American tour we�ve ever 
done. I know it must be because of them, because we certainly haven�t gotten any better as a 
band,� he chuckles.

The band is rolling through town this week mere days after Swedish death-metal pioneers 
Dismember, so I had to ask Sewage his thoughts on that long-running sonic extremity.

�I�m a huge fan of Dismember,� says Sewage. �We met the current drummer while touring 
in Japan with General Surgery, and let me say, he beat me out on the game of �What disgusting 
shit can I snort up my nose and bring out my mouth?� when he snorted his own vomit and 
proceeded to spit it out onto his plate.�

And just like that: lyrical content for the next Impaled CD.
�Greg Pratt

Impaled bring 
their medical 
malevolence 

to town

The Doctors are In . . . sane!

Impaled
(with Fuck the Facts, Putrescence, 
Peruke and Compound Terror)
7pm Tuesday November 11,
Victoria Event Centre, 1415 Broad
Tickets $12 � 250-217-2909       

Google �funk fusion� and the first hit is Moses 
Mayes. Self-described as a bizarre mash-up of Herbie 
Hancock and Jamiroquai, these guys are funky with 

a capital F. Squelching horns alternate between funk riffs 
and jazzy licks, cuts and scratches erupt from the turntables, 
catchy keyboard lines punctuate like staccato semi-colons, 
big solid housey drums thump and chunky bass lines drive a 
lush, involved sound. Returning to the west after a year-long 
hiatus from touring, Moses Mayes is back and ready to rip 
up the stage.  

The Winnipeg-based septet has been funking up Canadian 
dancefloors for the past nine years. �Whoa, that�s pretty crazy 
actually, now that I think of it,� laughs Grant Paley, turntab-
list and one of the group�s core members. 

In 2007, their album, Second Ring, won a well-deserved 
Western Canada Music Award for best instrumental. Produced 
by New Deal�s Jamie Shields, it�s a minor masterpiece, but the 
band is best known for their high-energy live show. �I think 
the biggest struggle for us is the only time we�ve been able to 
capture people is when we play live,� says Paley. 

It�s a bit of a conundrum because, despite exceptions like 
the Rolling Stones, a band can�t tour forever, especially when 
you have kids and families and day jobs. But Moses Mayes 
live is something to behold. Jazz-lovers are always impressed 

by the complexities of the arrangements and the players� abili-
ties to pull them off. Plus, laughs Paley, �The kids who just 
want to dance go, �Fuck, this is awesome to dance to.�� There 
are no two ways about it: it is supremely danceable music and 
the contagious excitement and energy of the band themselves 
is enough to fill any floor.

As band members spread out to different places during the 
year-long break, Paley and a couple of the others were left 
wondering what they could do musically in the meantime. 
Someone bought a copy of the Ableton Live programming 
software and Lebeato was born. Mark Penner, Nathan Reimer 
and Paley (as DJ RPG), formed the electronically grounded 
version of Moses Mayes to fill the gap, and are playing as 
the opening band on this tour. �We�re opening for ourselves, 
essentially,� laughs Paley. 

Whether you descend down the stairs at Element to check 
out the new electro, contemplate the intellectuality of the jazz 
arrangements, or just dance to the funk-fusion until you�re 
too tired to speak, it�s guaranteed to be a good night out. 
Despite the day job, Paley is in it for the long run. Because, 
he explains, there�s a reason to keep making this music: �I love 
making people dance.�

�Matt J. Simmons

Bringin� 
Back the 
Funk

Moses Mayes 
(with Lebeato)
8pm Thursday, November 6
Element, 919 Douglas
Tckets $15 � 250-383-7137

C A L L  U S  TO D AY  AT  2 5 0 - 3 8 6 - 3 3 0 8  O R 
V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  AT  L U N D S .C O M

DO YOU HAVE ANY PAINTINGS 
YOU WISH TO SELL?

Recently Sold from 
The Fine Art Auction

O I L  P A I N T I N G  S I G N E D 
A .  Y .  J A C K S O N   8 ‰�  X  1 0 ‰�
� F A R M ,  S T .  T I T E  D E S  C A P S �

A U C T I O N  E S T I M AT E :  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  �  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0
S O L D  F O R  $ 4 4 , 0 0 0

16  MONDAY MAGAZINE - NOVEMBER 6 - 12, 2008  mondaymag.com  

Worth checking into.

733 Beatty Street, Vancouver, BC
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For all travellers 
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