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to the
road -

oogle funk fusion and the first hit is Moses

Mayes. Self-described as a bizarre mash-up of Herbie

Hancock and Jamiroquai, these guys are funky with
a capital F Squelching horns alternate between funk riffs
and jazzy licks, cuts and scratches erupt from the turntables,
catchy keyboard lines punctuate like staccato semi-colons,
big solid housey drums thump and chunky bass lines drive a
lush, involved sound. Returning to the west after a year-long
hiatus from touring, Moses Mayes is back and ready to rip
up the stage.

The Winnipeg-based septet has been funking up Canadian
dancefloors for the past nine years. Whoa, thats pretty crazy
actually, now that I think of it, laughs Grant Paley, turntab-
list and one of the groups core members.

In 2007, their album, Second Ring, won a well-deserved
Western Canada Music Award for best instrumental. Produced
by New Deal s Jamie Shields, its a minor masterpiece, but the
band is best known for their high-energy live show. | think
the biggest struggle for us is the only time we ve been able to
capture people is when we play live, says Paley.

Its a bit of a conundrum because, despite exceptions like
the Rolling Stones, a band cant tour forever, especially when
you have kids and families and day jobs. But Moses Mayes
live is something to behold. Jazz-lovers are always impressed

by the complexities of the arrangements and the players abili-
ties to pull them off. Plus, laughs Paley, The kids who just
want to dance go, Fuck, this is awesome to dance to. There
are no two ways about it: it is supremely danceable music and
the contagious excitement and energy of the band themselves
is enough to fill any floor.

As band members spread out to different places during the
year-long break, Paley and a couple of the others were left
wondering what they could do musically in the meantime.
Someone bought a copy of the Ableton Live programming
software and Lebeato was born. Mark Penner, Nathan Reimer
and Paley (as DJ RPG), formed the electronically grounded
version of Moses Mayes to fill the gap, and are playing as
the opening band on this tour. Were opening for ourselves,
essentially, laughs Paley.

Whether you descend down the stairs at Element to check
out the new electro, contemplate the intellectuality of the jazz
arrangements, or just dance to the funk-fusion until youre
too tired to speak, its guaranteed to be a good night out.
Despite the day job, Paley is in it for the long run. Because,
he explains, theres a reason to keep making this music: | love
making people dance.

Matt J. Simmons
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