The sublime
sounds of
Jason Collett

VICTOR TAVARES

Guitars tinkle like twittering butterflies over deter-

mined drums as the songs on his latest album, Heres
to Being Here, make their way through vast lyrical portraits.
Theres this vague sense of familiarity about it and at the same
time, a fresh voice. Like his influences, which include some
of the strongest songwriters of the past 50 years Dylan,
Kristofferson, Marley Collett has a way with words. And
like his friends and colleagues Emily Haines of Metric and
the whole Broken Social Scene collective, of which Collett is a
member he is an extremely accomplished musician.

Speaking of Haines, it was a birthday gift from the Metric
singer  a collection of her fathers beat poetry that inspired
the albums title.

Its a cheers to the moment, he says. Its all about the
little tangents that happen spontaneously. All I consciously do
[when playing or recording] is not planned . . . [I] leave the
door open to those magic little moments.

That improvised, natural feel permeates through the
whole album, but thats not to say it sounds rushed, thrown
together at the last minute. Collett and his backing band
toured together for a couple of years before entering the stu-
dio to record Being Here. It was the first time, he says, that
he wrote for a specific group of people. Hes excited about
touring this album and about getting back into the studio in
December and about Zeus, who is performing both as one
of his openers and part of his backing band. Theyre blowing
everything away right now, he says.

So if his solo music is all about informality, does that mean
his work with Broken Social Scene is more scripted? Collett
says no.

Broken Social Scene is very, very natural. Its just a lot of
people tossing a lot of styles into a pot, he explains. The way
the vocals have been treated is like another instrument. Its
spontaneous, stream-of-consciousness, writing on the spot.
As a more traditional songwriter, this ability of musicians
like Haines, Feist and Kevin Drew amazes him. The biggest
difference is mine is an exercise in space while Broken Social
Scene is an exercise in density.

The open spaces on Being Here are like big landscapes, and
the whole album has that expansive Canadian vibe. Colletts
music is the ultimate Canadian road-trip soundtrack, aptly
reflective of our vast country and a perfect complement to
the open road. Its timeless in
Jason Collett the way that landscapes are

(with Zeus and Rock Plaza Central) ~ timeless —hard to pin down,
8pm Thursday, October 30 haunting, beautiful.
Lucky, 517 Yates
Tickets $14  250-382-LUCK

E ;pontaneity surges through all of Jason Colletts music.

Matt J. Simmons
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