
Spontaneity surges through all of Jason Collett�s music. 
Guitars tinkle like twittering butterflies over deter-
mined drums as the songs on his latest album, Here�s 

to Being Here, make their way through vast lyrical portraits. 
There�s this vague sense of familiarity about it and at the same 
time, a fresh voice. Like his influences, which include some 
of the strongest songwriters of the past 50 years�Dylan, 
Kristofferson, Marley�Collett has a way with words. And 
like his friends and colleagues�Emily Haines of Metric and 
the whole Broken Social Scene collective, of which Collett is a 
member�he is an extremely accomplished musician.

Speaking of Haines, it was a birthday gift from the Metric 
singer�a collection of her father�s beat poetry�that inspired 
the album�s title.

�It�s a �cheers� to the moment,� he says. �It�s all about the 
little tangents that happen spontaneously. All I consciously do 
[when playing or recording] is not planned . . . [I] leave the 
door open to those magic little moments.� 

That improvised, natural feel permeates through the 
whole album, but that�s not to say it sounds rushed, thrown 
together at the last minute. Collett and his backing band 
toured together for a couple of years before entering the stu-
dio to record Being Here. It was the first time, he says, that 
he wrote for a specific group of people. He�s excited about 
touring this album and about getting back into the studio in 
December�and about Zeus, who is performing both as one 
of his openers and part of his backing band. �They�re blowing 
everything away right now,� he says.

So if his solo music is all about informality, does that mean 
his work with Broken Social Scene is more scripted? Collett 
says no.

�Broken Social Scene is very, very natural. It�s just a lot of 
people tossing a lot of styles into a pot,� he explains. �The way 
the vocals have been treated is like another instrument. It�s 
spontaneous, stream-of-consciousness, writing on the spot.� 
As a more traditional songwriter, this ability of musicians 
like Haines, Feist and Kevin Drew amazes him. �The biggest 
difference is mine is an exercise in space while Broken Social 
Scene is an exercise in density.� 

The open spaces on Being Here are like big landscapes, and 
the whole album has that  expansive Canadian vibe. Collett�s 
music is the ultimate Canadian road-trip soundtrack, aptly 
reflective of our vast country and a perfect complement to 

the open road. It�s timeless in 
the way that landscapes are 
timeless�hard to pin down, 
haunting, beautiful.

�Matt J. Simmons
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In the interest of full disclosure, it should be said I�ve 
become a little hyphen-crazy as of late. As much as I 
wouldn�t mind seeing the things completely eradicated 

from language all together, they help: for example, in the pre-
vious sentence, I�m not crazy about little hyphens (that would 
be little-hyphen crazy); I�ve become crazy about hyphens in 
general.

Having said that, let�s get to the task at hand: interviewing 
and writing about  Quebec�s the One Night Band. But wait, 
damn it . . . Is the �one� in their name referring to �night� or 
to �band?� Are they a �night band,� of which they are the only 
one? Or are they a band that, for some reason, needs to have 
it known they are only significant for �one night?�

�Well, I guess we never thought of that,� laughs singer-
guitarist Alex Giguere (most likely checking his watch and 
wondering why we�re talking about this). �What can I answer 
to that? I guess it�s obvious now that we�re not a one-night 
band and more a one night-band, the only night-band that is 
named as such and that plays reggae and ska.�

Good recovery (although now I�m left wondering what a 
night-band is). Regardless, the four-piece were indeed only 
planning on playing one show when they started in 2003 
(so, you�ll note, and care, back then it would have been the 
One-Night Band), but now the lack of grammatical oomph 
in the band�s name has become a self-fulfilling prophecy of 
sorts�they were never meant to be just a one-night thing.

�We were only supposed to play one show,� says Giguere. 
�After that one show, we just kept playing together and started 
to write some original material. That�s when the ball started 
rolling.�

The guys just released their second album, Hit & Run, 
the touring cycle for which 
sees them playing here for a 
spooky Halloween ska show. 
And, to be frank, I�m not the 
world�s hugest ska fan, so a 
night of all ska does sound 
pretty scary to me.

�A night of ska can be scary 
for me too,� laughs Giguere. 
�Let me explain�after the 
third wave of ska, which 
brought the genre back on 
the map with bands like No 
Doubt and Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones, ska became clichØ. 
There were just too many 
bands trying to make it to 
the big leagues and people 
got tired of it. When we say 
�ska,� people refer to that era. 
Personally, I�d say a night full 
of Reel Big Fish-ish bands 
sounds scary to me too.�

Not as scary as all of the 
hyphen-related nightmares I 
had about writing this story.

�Greg Pratt
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