Moving Statues

hey started in the streets. Next, they shifted into cozy
caffls and now theyre forging their way into theatres.
In a single year, theyve done what takes most bands
five: made a name for themselves. Jeff Bryant and Zachary
Stevenson are the Toronto-based frolicking folk-funk duo the

routine. You go play guitar and it feels like youre working
really hard, he says. No matter how well you do, you cant
compete with the theatrics of something like the human-stat-
ue act. Its really ironic that they re standing still, occasionally
moving slightly and making significantly more money.

Both Bryant and Stevenson each developed their own
human-statue characters Johnny B. Gold and Discoman,
respectively which is where the band name came from.
Since January, they ve focused entirely on music, putting the
world of theatre behind. Well, not entirely.

Like proverbial bats, the
Human Statues .,
head to the Belfry

Human Statues, whose sound is strangely familiar but with a
fresh flavour, like good-ol chicken-noodle soup  with cilan-
tro. A cross between comedy, folk and pop, they claim to be
spreading jubilation across the nation. Both musicians have
a background in theatre and live performance, something
they consider vital to their live experience, which is precisely
that an experience.

This is cool, cause I m listening to you, but I m also look-
ing at you, says Bryant to his Statues counterpart during our
conference call. Its quite loud, returns Stevenson, because
the phone amplifies your voice and 1 also hear it acousti-
cally. Maybe you should go in the bathroom, suggests
Bryant, helpfully. Maybe I should, replies

They say their goal as a duo is to play
in theatres, reserving more traditional
shows for when they play with a full
band. Stevenson will be recognized
locally aside from his inimitable
Discoman, of course for his on-stage
work in Urinetown and The Ballad of
Jim Payne, both of which played at
the Belfry, where the Statues play this
weekend. Its great to come back, he
says. Its time to blend what we do as
the Human Statues musical act with
some of our theatre background. Itll
be interactive and fun.

Speaking of fun, you should check
out these guys promo photos. Not
only do they have goofy Christmas
shots (like the one here), they also have
photos of them holding kittens. Wait,
what?

Were appealing to the cat-owning
demographic, says Stevenson. At our
shows, theres definitely a high percent-
age of people who have one to five cats
in their household.

Its opened up a whole fountain
of conversation about pets and cats,
laughs Bryant, both of which we have very little to say about,
because neither of us are cat owners. He says its because the
Statues make a conscious effort to avoid doing anything by
the book. We dont want anything to be average or generic.
We want to at least make an attempt to infuse some of our
own personality into it. He pauses and considers. WWe said,
Screw it man, lets just take some pictures with kittens.

The Human Statues are certainly doing well for themselves,
both in and out of the pet-owning community. They have a
relationship with the Rivoli, a hip downtown Toronto venue,
host a weekly show in Kensington Market and they may
be heading across the water to play at the Cavern Club in

Liverpool next May.

Stevenson. ItIl be like multitasking |
could blow my nose, or maybe I could . . .
He trails off, laughing.

Bryant pinpoints the Statues beginnings

to Victorias Inner Harbour, where he Tickets $15-$20

The Human Statues

8pm Saturday, December 20

The Belfry, 1291 Gladstone
thehumanstatues.com

Its really exciting for our peers to be
people who are not just talented, but
people who are making some progress,
says Bryant.

I expect their peers say the same of

observed fellow buskers doing the statue

them.
Matt J. Simmons




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Web Coated \050Ad\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [18.000 18.000]
>> setpagedevice


