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rough song and dance, carving and storytelling;
the Haida people share their living history at the exceptios
new Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay Linagaay.

by MATT J. SIMMONS photography ROLF BETTNER

aida Gwaii, shown on many maps as the Queen
Charlotee Islands, is a world of ancient wonder and
imposing cedars, a land of misty isles st in the
rurhulent sea off British Columbis’s nomhwest
coast. Eagles sweep over this remote archipelago, and lush
rainforest envelops the weather-whitened totems of its ances-

rral villages.

Many uniquely evolved plant and animal subspecics in
this “Galapagos of the North” are found
nowhere else on Earch. Parks Canada
and the Council of the Haida

Nation are the joint stewards of

the 1,470-squarc-kilometre

Ciwaii Haanas National Park

Reserve and Haida Herirage Site,

created in 1993, The park

protects the wilderness of south

Moresby Island and countless

smatller islets, as well as important

archaeological sites such as SGang
Gwaay (Anthony Island), where
the ruins of house posts and memorial
poles indicate a m:;,'r:—t}:rivir!g 19th-
century village,

The Haida people have lived in this
landscape for more than 10,000 VEars, The m_'r'lhjml story
of their creation appears in Safivary Raven (Douglas &
Melntyre, 2000}, the collected writings of the late Haida
artist Bill Reid, whose work brought international atcention
to the Haida's emerging culrural rey ival in the 1960s and "7 0s.

‘I the beginning it was boch light and dark.™ Raven—
the trickster—stole the light and caused the moon and stars
to be in the sky, Ray endound the first pcnple in a clamshell
on a beach, From them, he creared che Haida people, “They

were no timid shell-dwellers chese, bue children of the wild =

coast, born between gea and land, c]ul]t‘j‘ag[!lg the s':r:ng[h
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of the stormy North Pacific and wresting Irom e &3
livelihood. For many generations they grew and He
built and created, fought and destroyed, living ace
the changing seasons and the unchanging ritualee
rich and complex lives.”
Europeans made contaccin 1774, initi.ﬂini
trade in sca-otter pelts. As otter numbers dwindled
smallpox epidemics devastared the Haida; po -
plunged from as many as 14,000 1o fewer tiu,n-'
1911. Over time, survivors congregated (o Two §
known as the towns of Skidegare and Old o
some 2,500 Haida live throughour the islands's
many live outside Haida Gwaii, ' .I
Last summer, the Haida opened the dmﬁ o
able facility on southeast Graham Island thar des
their long journcy toward spiritual, cultural,
revitalization. Just outside Skidegate, on an =
site at Second Beach, the Haida Heritage Centre
Linagaay (kai-ILL-na-gai), or "Sca Lion To by

# Christian White of Old Massett carved this pems
argillite mask (left), inspired by the story of Vole
The colourful ceremonial Raven helmet in ¢
carved in Skidegate in the mid-1800s. Both piecss
the extensive Haida Gwaii Museum collection &

Heritage Centre.
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. Vernon White of the
Tluu Xaada Naay dance

elders in the Performing
House of the Haida
Centre in Haida
Gwraii, the Queen
Charlatte Islands.




tional Haida :rchmtturc nm.l mﬂdun
CONSIIUCTion in 2 scries of hqunﬁd[g
designed, connected cedar longhouses
or “big houses.” Overlooking a quier
bay, the nearly 5,000-squarc-metre 4
centre is the culmination of a commu-
nity dream nurtured for more than 30 N\
years, the result of a partnership be-
tween the Haida Skidegate Band Cﬂun:i],
Parks Canada, and the Haida Gwaii Musc
The centrally positioned encrance | W
House treats visitors to a fine view of Second Beach and, adorned wich an immense red-and-
| beyond, Torrens and Jewell islands, Monumental poles, depicting the Raven, and the nat
carved by six master carvers and more than a dozen hangs in the air.
apprentices in 2001, stand berween the buildings and the
beach. In the centre of the hall, suspended from the eeiling,
‘ is a hammered copper shield that signifies status, wealth,

and prosperity. Haida guides lead interprecative tours from
the Welcome House, sharing the ancient and modern
history of their people with others.
From the Welcome House, visitors can wrn right to
. cxplore the south wing of linked houses that ultimar
lead to the museum, or left to explore the north wing
where, in the last house, carvers may be found wor
£ANOCs or tolem poles.
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o lefr Within Saving
Things House, as the
Haida Gwaii Muzeum s
known, ancient totems in
the Pole Gallery provide a
striking backdrop to
displays of weaving,
basketry, and other crafts
in the Exhibits Gallery.

oppoute: Halda artist
Charles Edenshaw (1839-
1920) fashioned this silver
bracelet with a dragonfly
design. It s one of more
than 10,000 artifacts—
bath modern and
ancient—in the Haida
Gwall Museum's
collection.

backdrop: Haida Heritage
Centre overlooks Second
BEeach on an ancestral
village site called Kaay
Linagaay, “Sea Lion
Town,” just south of the
Halda community of
£kidegate. The open-
ended bullding on the far
right is the Carving Shed.
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@ below: Acclaimed Haida
artist Bill Reld (1920-1998)
incorporated several
important cultural figures
into this 1.5-metre pole: on
top, the Halda watchman;
below, Raven with Halibut
in his beak; Wolf with Frog
in his mouth; and, gazing
out at midpoint, a human
face. Within the Haida
Heritage Centre, Solitary
Raven House is named in
Reid’s honour.

4

Bill Reid carved in 1986.

Beyond this is an art centre clled Solitary
Raven House, honouring one of the names the
Haida gave to artist Bill Reid. Here, Haida
instrucrors and art teachers from schools such as
Vancouver’s Emily Carr Institute of Art + Design
will otter classes to students from Haida Gweaii
and bevond. Reid's legendary war canoe, Loa
Taas, the Wave Eater—aused 1o escort Princess
Diana and Prince Charles of England into
Vancouver for Expo "86—is kepr in the adjacent
Canoc House.

The Carving Shed anchors the north wing
of the Haida Heritage Centre. Norman Price’s
Skidegate pole stands in front of this partly
opcn-air structure, where Haida carvers come

to work and to learn, aspiring to march the
arusery and technical prohciency of cheir
torefathers. They seek guidance from the
handful of clders who remember seeing canoes
made when they were very young. They study
the consgrucrion of old cedar canoes and
:‘.ur:llialc .lrc:'l.u:'uhrgil.:ﬂ evidence in the
forest—a partial canoe starred at the sitc of a
felled cedar—to understand the secrets of the
trees.
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@ Visitors to the Haida Heritage Centre paddle past Skidegate village in Loo Taas, the traditional Hak

Making canoes, says Haida carver Guujaaw
important link 1o the past. “It tells us a lor abo
people and the way they thought and the wa
and what they had to go through. It's an honot
these things.”

Retracing steps 1o the Welcome House, va
following the south wing will pass a series of &3
classrooms before reaching whar is arguably the
most important area. Saving Things House
Haida Gwaii Museum collection, Here are intes
exhibits and video displays and decayed _
from the old villages. A thousand or so of the @
10,000 arrifaces may be on display at any gi .
archacological objects and historical photograph
of natural history and contemporary art pi --;5_-

“What we try to do is link everv object, if§
its ancestors, or to the people who made it or o
says museum director Nathalic Macfarlane, ThS
ancient picces as well as new ones the museum §
commissioned from the community, including
Rorick’s intricate spruce-root weaving, and dons
from contemporary Haida artists such as Robes

This community cl:;nn:ctiun is essenrial 3
muscum, cxplains Nika Collison, who desig _':_

tour thac visitors take through the Haida H T
=3



fithin the centre’s open-air Carving Shed, Bert Crosby of
egate uses a traditional handmade bent knife to refine
curve on master carver Garner Moody's canoe.

r clders are our knowledge and wisdom. They provide
fance in every step we take in our work, which we call
pudangang—respect,” she says. “And children are

blved in everything around here, Kids sing Haida songs
$ten as . . . western children's songs, and they pretend

gve pole raisings of carve a canoe.”

*The descendants of the people who made all those
aumcntal pieces of art in museums, universities, books
 have a place to come experience what it's like o
n a Haida war canoe,” says Andy Wilson, a cultural
-" oreter from Skidegate, “to watch us carve those

pes and rotem poles, to warch as our people sing the
jent songs of the Haida, and to explore the

gronment that influences our are [thar] we've fought so
i to prescrve.”

*The most important goal of this centre is that our

8 people love and accepr this place,” Collison continues.
hat good would the Haida Heritage Centre be to

lves or the rest of the world if our own people don't

it or use i2” The reccption thus far has been incredibly
five, she says. "It's pare of our culture now.”

‘And, finally, for visitors who want to take a bir of that
e home, there is the Trading House—the centre’s gilt
8, located just off the main entrance. @
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Exploring the Haida Heritage Centre
| TRAVELNOTES |

GETTING THERE

In the Pacific off British Columbia’s
northwest coast, the archipelago
known as Haida Gwaii (the Queen
Charlotte Islands) consists of two
main islands—northerly Graham
Island and southerly Moresby
Island—and myriad smaller isles.
The nevw Halda Heritage Centre at
Kaay Linagaay sits on a bay near
Skidegate, on Graham lsland’s
southeast shore.

& BC Ferries (www.beferries.com),
It is a 6.5-hour ferry passage
between Skidegate and Prince
Ruperl, the closest centre on the
northwest mainland. It is a 15-hour
farry journey to Prince Rupert from
Part Hardy on northern Vancouver
Island.

& Alr Canada (wwow.aircanada,
com), It's about a two-hour flight
from Vancouver to Sandspit.

® Pacific Coastal Airlines (604-273-
B666; www.pacificcoastal.com).
Offers flights to Masset.

The Skidegate Band Council, which
owns the Haida Heritage Centre,
plans to construct a full-service,
off-site hotel. Until then, visitors can
find accommodation in Queen
Charlotte, west of Skidegate,

Halda Gwaii is known for its
abundant rainfall. Even summers
can be wet, so do bring raingear.
May through September generally
affers the best weather, especially
for fishing, hiking, or kayaking
EXCUrsions.

® Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay
Linagaay (250-559-7885;
www.haidaheritagecentre.com).
® Halda Gwaii Tourism

{(wowrw haidagwaiitourism.ca),

® Gwaii Hanaas National Park
Reserve and Halda Heritage Site
{www.pc.ge.calpn-np/bcf
gwaiihaanas).

® Skidegate Repatriation &
Cultural Committee
(whww.repatriation.<a).
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