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rough song and dance, carving and storytelling;
the Haida people share their living history at the exceptios
new Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay Linagaay.

by MATT J. SIMMONS photography ROLF BETTNER

aida Gwaii, shown on many maps as the Queen
Charlotee Islands, is a world of ancient wonder and
imposing cedars, a land of misty isles st in the
rurhulent sea off British Columbis’s nomhwest
coast. Eagles sweep over this remote archipelago, and lush
rainforest envelops the weather-whitened totems of its ances-

rral villages.

Many uniquely evolved plant and animal subspecics in
this “Galapagos of the North” are found
nowhere else on Earch. Parks Canada
and the Council of the Haida

Nation are the joint stewards of

the 1,470-squarc-kilometre

Ciwaii Haanas National Park

Reserve and Haida Herirage Site,

created in 1993, The park

protects the wilderness of south

Moresby Island and countless

smatller islets, as well as important

archaeological sites such as SGang
Gwaay (Anthony Island), where
the ruins of house posts and memorial
poles indicate a m:;,'r:—t}:rivir!g 19th-
century village,

The Haida people have lived in this
landscape for more than 10,000 VEars, The m_'r'lhjml story
of their creation appears in Safivary Raven (Douglas &
Melntyre, 2000}, the collected writings of the late Haida
artist Bill Reid, whose work brought international atcention
to the Haida's emerging culrural rey ival in the 1960s and "7 0s.

‘I the beginning it was boch light and dark.™ Raven—
the trickster—stole the light and caused the moon and stars
to be in the sky, Ray endound the first pcnple in a clamshell
on a beach, From them, he creared che Haida people, “They

were no timid shell-dwellers chese, bue children of the wild =

coast, born between gea and land, c]ul]t‘j‘ag[!lg the s':r:ng[h
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of the stormy North Pacific and wresting Irom e &3
livelihood. For many generations they grew and He
built and created, fought and destroyed, living ace
the changing seasons and the unchanging ritualee
rich and complex lives.”
Europeans made contaccin 1774, initi.ﬂini
trade in sca-otter pelts. As otter numbers dwindled
smallpox epidemics devastared the Haida; po -
plunged from as many as 14,000 1o fewer tiu,n-'
1911. Over time, survivors congregated (o Two §
known as the towns of Skidegare and Old o
some 2,500 Haida live throughour the islands's
many live outside Haida Gwaii, ' .I
Last summer, the Haida opened the dmﬁ o
able facility on southeast Graham Island thar des
their long journcy toward spiritual, cultural,
revitalization. Just outside Skidegate, on an =
site at Second Beach, the Haida Heritage Centre
Linagaay (kai-ILL-na-gai), or "Sca Lion To by

# Christian White of Old Massett carved this pems
argillite mask (left), inspired by the story of Vole
The colourful ceremonial Raven helmet in ¢
carved in Skidegate in the mid-1800s. Both piecss
the extensive Haida Gwaii Museum collection &

Heritage Centre.




